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supermarket industry have suffered a mighty
loss. A great philanthropist, entrepreneur, fam-
ily man and friend, George Washington Jen-
kins, Jr., passed away peacefully in his sleep
in Lakeland, FL, April 8.

Mr. Jenkins moved to Tampa, FL, in the
summer of 1925 hoping to make his fortune in
the real estate boom, but instead started work-
ing in a Piggly Wiggly grocery store. It wasn’t
long after, in 1930, that he founded his own
business—and a cornerstone to the Florida
economy—Publix Super Markets.

Jenkins was revered by his peers as a ge-
nius in food retailing and under his leadership
Publix grew to more than 514 supermarkets
throughout Florida, Georgia, and South Caro-
lina.

But Publix is not the sole way Jenkins is re-
membered. It was his kindness, generosity
and love for his fellow human being which
won him favor in the hearts of so many. From
his substantial, personal contributions to the
United Way to his involvement with the Boy
Scouts of America to philanthropic efforts too
numerous to name, Jenkins’ generosity
touched the lives of thousands of people.

And he continued his service to the commu-
nity through memberships in local organiza-
tions. Jenkins had been a Rotary member
since 1929; he was active in chambers of
commerce, the YMCA and his own local
church. He was also a 33-degree Scottish Rite
Mason, a Shriner, and a Jester.

Few people are born with the genuine, giv-
ing spirit that Jenkins embodied. His motto for
his Publix team was, ‘‘Publix will be a little bet-
ter place to work—or not quite as good—be-
cause of you.’’

Today, let us know that this world is a little
better place to live in because George Jenkins
was in it. We will miss him greatly.
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Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the retired senior volunteers of Cam-
eron County in the Fifth District of Pennsylva-
nia. I am pleased to have this opportunity to
recognize the 74,000 hours of service that
these individuals have given to our commu-
nities.

As we celebrate Older American Month, it is
fitting that we reflect on the contributions of
seniors at both a local and national level. I
have long believed that involvement by senior
citizens in the work force adds a unique and
distinctive value to each job that is performed,
person that is helped, or solution that is of-
fered.

I applaud the hard work and determination
that each of these volunteers has dedicated to
serving the residents of Cameron County, their
efforts are an inspiration to us all. In addition,
each of these individuals has paved the road
for all of us who will eventually retire and in
doing so continue to enhance the foundation
of our communities.

Each project that they have so diligently at-
tended to—from campgrounds to playgrounds,
providing meals, making repairs, and assisting

others in need—demonstrates the depth of
caring that all of the volunteers should be
proud of.

It takes more than words to adequately ex-
press the difference that senior volunteers
have made in the lives of so many and it is
with great honor and heartfelt gratitude that I
thank them for their years of kind and gener-
ous service.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, there once was a

senior from Tupelo. Who had so many dupli-
cative health insurance policies, she didn’t
know what to do!

Before 1980, this was all too often the case.
Senior citizens were being sold costly health
insurance policies that they were told would
supplement their Medicare coverage. Instead,
those policies provided them with nothing but
a hole in their pocket because most of what
was covered by the supplemental policy was
already covered by Medicare. Thus, seniors
were paying for worthless health care policies
that did nothing but break the bank.

Over the past 16 years, I have helped pass
laws that prohibit the sale of duplicative health
insurance policies to unknowing seniors. I
have also helped pass laws that require insur-
ance companies to give prospective senior
purchasers a slip of paper that lets them know
that the health insurance policy they are buy-
ing duplicates some Medicare benefits.

But once again, the House Republicans
have kow-towed to greedy big insurers and in-
cluded a provision in their health insurance
legislation which effectively tosses that slip of
paper in the trash—and along with it
consumer protection for our senior citizens.
The Republicans want to abolish the law that
requires insurance companies to notify Medi-
care beneficiaries before selling them insur-
ance that duplicates any of their Medicare
benefits. It seems that Republicans are happy
to let big insurers duplicate benefits—and
dupe our senior citizens in the process.

BACKGROUND

Sixteen years ago, the Federal Government
responded to increasing evidence that senior
citizens were being sold duplicative, virtually
worthless health insurance policies. In 1980,
Congress enacted the Baucus amendments to
the Social Security Act, which established
standards for MediGap, Medicare supple-
mental insurance, and prohibited the sale of
health insurance policies which substantially
duplicated Medicare benefits.

In 1990, Congress further refined the law by
prohibiting the sale of health insurance that
duplicates Medicare benefits. In 1994, amend-
ments to the Social Security Act allowed the
sale of duplicative policies as long as the pol-
icy paid out regardless of other coverage and
as long as the buyer was made aware of the
duplicative services included in the supple-
mental policy. This law empowered seniors,
allowing them to make good health care pur-
chasing decisions and in the process saved
them money.

MOVING BACKWARDS—THE REPUBLICAN SCHEME TO
PROTECT INSURANCE COMPANIES AT THE EXPENSE OF
CONSUMER PROTECTIONS FOR SENIORS

As part of the health insurance legislation,
which passed the House on March 28th, Re-
publicans slipped a provision into the bill
which would no longer require insurance sales
staff to let seniors know if the policy they were
selling them duplicated their Medicare bene-
fits. That is ridiculous. By eliminating this re-
quirement, we are effectively turning back the
clock to the days where seniors got ripped-off
by unscrupulous salesmen right and left. Why
would we want to do this to our fathers and
mothers, our grandmothers and grandfathers?
Apparently, the Republicans don’t care if our
families are taken advantage of by the insur-
ance companies.

DUMP THE ADD-ON LANGUAGE, NOT THE CONSUMER
PROTECTION

The Senate health care legislation, known
as the Kassebaum-Kennedy legislation does
not eliminate the consumer notification re-
quirement. It represents good health policy by
providing health insurance security for thou-
sands more Americans without putting our
seniors at risk. The House version which elimi-
nates the notification requirement, eliminates
security for our seniors by making them tar-
gets for abuse by insurance companies.

We must strike the language that eliminates
consumer notice requirements. Current law
protects our seniors by ensuring that potential
subscribers understand that they may not
need the coverage provided under the policy
they are being asked to purchase. If we do not
strike this language, senior citizens will look
like dollar signs rather than educated consum-
ers to insurance sales staff.

I support the Kassebaum-Kennedy version
of the health care legislation currently before
Congress. We cannot allow the Republicans
to eliminate the consumer notification protec-
tion and put our parents and grandparents at
risk. As the saying goes, you get what you
pay for. But in this case, seniors pay through
the nose and get nothing but taken to the
cleaners.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, Memorial Day will
soon be upon us. Through ceremonies and
private contemplation, we will honor our war
dead—one million, one hundred eighty thou-
sand and ten Americans who have died since
the war that gave birth to our Nation more
than two centuries ago.

This custom has been a practice of all civili-
zations, from ancient Greece and Rome to
modern day observances. I find Memorial Day
to be particularly meaningful because it is a
day when we set aside our everyday pre-
occupations to focus on the significant sac-
rifices made to keep our Nation strong and
free.

At Memorial Day services in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery in 1982, President Reagan
summed up the thoughts of his country when
he said: ‘‘The willingness of some to give their
lives so that others might live never fails to
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